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Round the Bend Conservation Co-operative

is a unique residential community located

on the Yarra river about 50 minutes

northeast of Melbourne.  We have been

conserving this regionally significant

bushland since 1971.

The Co-op marries conservation with

residential use - it’s been likened to living in

a national park.   We own 132 hectares of

pristine bushland with 24 houses nestled in

the landscape along three brick paved

tracks.

There are no fences, no dogs and no cats, so

wombats, wallabies, echidnas and

kangaroos roam freely, and in the evenings

Lesser Long-eared Bats, Sugar Gliders,

Powerful Owls and the endangered

Brushtail Phascogale flit through the trees,

some occasionally huddling under the eaves

of houses.

Members get together for work parties,

management meetings and expert talks, but

live otherwise independent lives.  They

represent a cross-section of society and

stages of life, from families with children to

retirees. But there is one unifying

characteristic – a love of environment and

a wish to conserve it.

 Through a range of projects including a bio-

diversity burning program, the eradication

of invasive weeds and the re-introduction of

threatened local plants (including orchids,

of which we have over 50 species), the Co-

op is helping to prevent habitat and

biodiversity loss on a local and regional

level.

F I F T Y  YEARS

RES I DENT I A L  CONSERVAT ION



This 50 year experiment nearly didn’t happen. 

In the early 70s, the Yarra Brae dam was proposed and were it not for the activism of

local environmentalists a huge area along the Yarra would have been under water. A key

section of the wildlife corridor that links the Kinglake National Park and the Warrandyte

State Park would have been lost, including the Bend of Islands. Now the area is

recognized as a Biodiversity Site of State Significance.

The name ‘Round the Bend’ might lead you to suspect it’s some kind of hippy commune.

In fact the early members were engineers, academics, teachers, builders, a town planner,

an accountant and a chemist.  They included the prolific house designer and builder

Alistair Knox, painter and conservationist Neil Douglas (MBE) and Australia’s first ever

Minister for the Environment in the Whitlam government, Moss Cass.

The initial Co-op land was purchased from former ALP leader Arthur Calwell, who was

enthusiastic about the Co-op’s ideals; his daughter Mary is still one of its 32 members.

Members now come from all walks of life - academics, artists and musicians, educators,

engineers, administrators and managers, trade, retail and health professionals.  We are

continually developing skills, such as plant identification, grant writing, planning,

recording, and monitoring.

Together, we are making a practical difference and living in a way that is more

connected to nature and community.

THEN  AND  NOW

We are part of the Bend of Islands community – hence “the Bend”.

 The phrase is also ironic. In the early 70s when the Co-op was formed, the idea that people

would live in the bush to protect it, rather than exploit it, was a bit crazy. We have proven the

worth of our approach and the world has caught up with our ideals.

WHY  " ROUND  THE  BEND " ?



We are a registered co-operative with 32 shares

owned jointly or individually. Each share is

entitled to a long-term lease on a pre-

determined house site.  There are currently 24

houses.

Seven Members are elected annually to the

Board of Directors who are responsible for

governance, policy and day to day operations.

Members actively participate in setting policies

and making decisions through committees and

meetings.  They undertake activities such as

planning, research, grant writing, work parties,

archives and advocacy. 

We manage our house sites according to rules

and policies which are intended to limit our

impact on the environment.

Burning for biodiversity

Nest box project

Wine-lipped Spider-orchid project

Threatened flora project

Ehrharta eradication Project

Members take part in various programs and

projects:

We also have exclusion plots to monitor the

impact of rabbits and other fauna on our flora.

Monitoring the progress of our activities is an

important part of ensuring we we achieve our

desired outcomes and Members are involved in

both practical and planning activities.

Monthly work parties are focused on weed

management, revegetation and preventing soil

erosion. 

CO - OPERAT I V E  L I F E S T Y L E

C I T I Z EN  SC I ENCE



More than 80 per cent of our mammals and 90 per cent of our trees, ferns and shrubs occur
nowhere else on earth. But since European
settlement, in just over 200 years, over 130 of Australia’s known species have become extinct,
lost to us and to the world forever. The list of those threatened with extinction continues to
grow. 

Experience shows that when efforts to protect threatened species are supported by active,
local community groups, they are much more likely to succeed.
Threatened Species Strategy, Commonwealth Department of the Environment 

 

…threatening processes [that] contribute…to the decline of native species, or cause major
changes to ecological communities…include the loss, change and fragmentation of habitat;
the effects of invasive plants, animals and diseases; and direct effects of human activities.
https://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/publications/threatened-species-and-

ecological-communities-australia

PROTEC T I NG  HAB I TA T

AND  B IOD I V ERS I T Y

Threatened Orchids protected on the Co-op:

 

Late Beard-orchid Calochilus therophilus
Summer Fingers Petalochilus vulgaris
Red-tipped Tiny-greenhood Pterostylis clivosa 
Trim Sun-orchid Thelymitra peniculata
Clubbed Spider-orchid Arachnorchis clavigera 
Mayfly Orchid Acianthus caudatus

Image: Wine-lipped Spider-orchid



Rare and threatened flora planted and protected 

on the Co-op:

 

Christmas Guinea-flower Hibbertia porcata 

Sweet Bursaria Bursaria spinosa 
Bush Needlewood Hakea Decurrans 

Grey Everlasting Ozothamnus obcordatus 

Large-leaf Bush-pea Pultenaea daphnoides 
Clustered Everlasting Chrysocephalum semipapposum 

Hoary Sunray Leucochrysum albicans

Threatened fauna recorded on 

the Co-op include: 

Brush-tailed phascogale
Grey-headed Flying-fox 
Lace Monitor
White-throated Nightjar
Powerful Owl
Short-beaked Echidna
Spotted Quail-thrush
Southern Toadlet
Square-tailed Kite
Grey Goshawk
Lewin’s Rail
Swift Parrot
White-bellied Sea-eagle
White-throated Needletail

Six vegetation communities on the

Co-op:

Box Ironbark Forest*
Creekline Herb-Rich Woodland*
Valley Grassy Forest*
Grassy Dry Forest
Herb-rich Foothill Forest
Riparian Forest
*Vulnerable (Highlands – Southern

Fall Bioregion)

PROTEC T I NG  HAB I TA T

AND  B IOD I V ERS I T Y

Images below, l-r: Leopard orchid; Bronze Caladenia; Ruddyhood

Powerful owl and prey

Large-leaf Bush-pea



50 years of land management including biodiversity burning and eradication of

significant invasive weeds including boneseed and other woody weeds; control of invasive

weeds such as Sweet Vernal and Ehrharta erecta

Development of a comprehensive Flora Management Strategy that enables us to

confidently target all practical aspects of protection and enhancement of the Flora, in the

knowledge that we are making the best use of the limited resources available to

us. 

Reintroduction of the Wine-lipped Spider Orchid Caladenia oenochila as part of the

Shire of Nillumbik’s Threatened Orchid Reintroduction Program (2018)

Nest Box Program  We have 25 next boxes which mostly house Tuans, Sugar Gliders and

possums.  Boxes are monitored using a camera so avoid disturbance to the occupants. 

Dunnart Survey  Long term monitoring program with artificial nest habitat tiles. 

Echidna  The first record of a female echidna successfully raising more than one young in

a single breeding season, and the first records of parental care of young Echidnas after

they have vacated the nursery burrow.

Monitoring of the breeding of White-throated Nightjar, the closest recent record to

Melbourne.

Monitoring of the breeding of Owlet Nightjar.

Monitoring of the return of the Lyrebird after an absence of 38 years due to a bushfire in

1962.

Documentation of predation of nesting Eastern Rosellas by Sugar Gliders

First known record for Victoria of Antlion Lacewing Myrmeleon pictifrons

First known live photo record of Brown Lacewing Megalomina berothoides

Discovery of the dragonfly, Southern Riffle Darner Notoaeschna sagittata, previously

unpublished for the Yarra catchment

ACH I EVEMENTS

Images below, l-r: Peppertop Sun-orchid; Twisted Sun-orchid; Salmon Sun-orchid 



We acknowledge the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nations as the Traditional Owners of the

land on which Round the Bend Conservation Co-operative stands. We respectfully recognise

Elders both past and present and endeavour to demonstrate this respect by managing this

unique land and protecting its integrity.

R ICHARD ,  MEMBER

"For the sake of the flora

and fauna that abound

here, and for people with

a love of nature and a

desire to contribute, I

cherish the hope that the

ideals of this bold

experiment will continue

for another 50 years."

Tawny Frogmouth and chick

Web 
roundthebend.org.au

Instagram
round_the_bend_coop

MORE  I N FORMAT ION

Mobile
0409 029 600

Email
secretary.roundthebendcoop@gmail.com

CONTACT  US


